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HARBOURISLAND

Every spin has to be perfect. Every jump
justright. Everylandinggracefuland
smooth.If not, 14-year-oldMasha
Leonovwon'trest. She won'tsmile.

"Rest," her coach Andrei Berekhovski
pleadedin a thick Russianaccent, as
Mashaslid toward him on the rink at the
Ice SportsForumin Brandon.

Her face screamedfrustrationand
determination.Her triple lutz was
flawless, but the easier double axel was
giving her trouble. On top of that, Masha
had to dodge other skaterson the
crowdedice to executeher jumps.

She took a deep breath and started back
onto the ice. No rest until perfection.

"She will calm down after a good
landing,"her coach said.

On Sunday, Masha will competefor the
first time at the U.S. Figure Skating
Championshipsin Spokane,Wash. She
will be up against11 othernovice
skatersfrom aroundthe country.

At her level, the 12 are the nation'sbest.
Two levels away is the seniorlevel,
whose skatersare chosenfor the
Olympics.

To get there, Masha placed second
among 70 skatersin Octoberat the
South AtlanticRegionalChampionships
in Philadelphia.

Then, on her birthdayin November,she
placed thirdin the U.S. Eastern
Sectionalsin Atlanta. The 12 skatersat
Sunday'snationalchampionshipswere
taken from the top four from the
country'sthree sections.

Finally, timeis here
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Andrei Berekhovski , left, of Kissimmee coaches
Masha during practice. Masha is one of 12 women
skaters competing as a novice in the national
championships in Spokane, Wash., on Sunday.
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. Watch a video of Masha’s practice
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Out of Masha'ssection, the three others
are from New York, New Englandand
Washington,D.C. A Florida skater with
the Tampa Bay Skating Club, Masha had
to work extra hard to secure her spotin
nationals.

Masha Leonov
skates at the
U.S. Eastern
Sectionals in
Atlanta, where
she placed third
overall.

High-levelfigure skatingresourcesare
limited here, and she has to travel
severaltimes a week to Kissimmee,
where her coach lives, for adequate
practice.

Sunday, she will competein the short
program.Monday, she will competein
the long program.In total, hundredsof
hours of practice, morningsof wakingup
at 4, friends' parties she missed, sleep
she lost, thousandsof dollars her parents

paid in transportationand lessonsand ~—
travel - will all boil down to less than six
minutesof competition. [Special to the Times]

"I can't wait," Masha said.

On the couchin her parents'HarbourlIsland home, the eighth-graderin a ponytailwas
cheerfuland well-spoken.

She shared her excitementabout seeing her friends, other competitorsshe knowsfrom
skatingcamps and tournaments.She can't believe she's staying at the same hotel as the
nation'sbest senior skaters.

She quotedthe competition'sbrochure,sayingit's the largest sportingevent ever to visit
Spokane,and she mentionedtickets had been sold out for months. But she said she wasn't
nervous.

"If I have nerves, I just breathethem out," she said.
It's a family thing

Excellencedoesn'tstop on the ice for the teenagerwho was born just after her family moved
to Tampa from Russia.

In school, she belongsto five clubs and jugglesmath, scienceand Latin competitionswith
homeworkand hours of skating practice per day.

Most figure skatersat her level are homeschooled,but Masha refusesto leave Berkeley
PreparatorySchool.She wantsto be a scientistwhen she grows up.

So her parents, Andreiand Elena, have conferenceswith her teachersand ask for homework
in advance.Her dad shuttlesher to practice before the sun comes up and rushes her to school
in Town'N Countryby 8 a.m., while she changesin the back seat of their blue van.

Her mom gets so nervousbefore Masha competesthat she can't sit still. So she stands.

Her 16-year-oldsister Katya hopes Masha will achieve what they dreamed of since they
started skatingtogetherwhen Mashawas 5 and Katyawas 7.

Katya broke her leg just before the regionalchampionshipsin 2005 and now glides cautiously
on theice.

It makes Masha'sdrive strongerto win. Her coach said that just before she goes on the ice
Sunday, he'll remind her to stick to what they practiced- if she does it perfectly,she'll get the
maximumnumberof points possible.

Mashatendsto get so pumpedwhile competingthat she attemptsmovesbeyond her
choreographednumber.Mashacan already do every triple jump except for the triple axel.

'The whole package'

During practice, when Berekhovskibroughta new gadgetthat measuresthe speed of spins,
Masha beat the world record on her third try. The GuinnessBook of World Records'fastest
documentedspeed is 308 rotationsper minute. Her coach says she can do 329.

Her coach says that if she stays on the same track, she's got a good chance of competingin
the 2010 Olympics.

"She has the whole package,"he said. "She has technicallygood jumps, spins, presentation,
her shape now is just perfect. Her personality,she's good in school - everything.She's a really
good girl."

Mashais just excitedto have the chanceto compete."I wantto do well," she said. "I'm trying
the bestI can."”

AlexandraZayascan be reachedat 813 226-33540r azayas@sptimes.com.

[Last modifiedJanuary 18, 2007,11:12:22]

Share your thoughts on this story

FirstName (only) Comment(May be publishedonline and/orin print)

Location



You have 250 charactersleftto comment.

Send |

Comments on this article

Try GOOQ'G Checkout - Running an online store? Learn how
to process transactions for free checkout.google.com/sell

Ads by Google

© 2007+ AllRightsReserved- St. PetersburgTimes
490 FirstAvenueSouthe St. Petersburg FL 33701+ 727-893-8111
Contactthe Times| PrivacyPolicy| Standardof Accuracy| Terms,Conditions& Copyright




	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3

